COUNTY OF LOUTH TRIALS. 



COPIES of the several Indictments and Verdicts against, and 
the Judgments on, David M'Bcth, William Murphy , and Neal 
Rock , tried at Spring Assizes, 1833, for the County of Louth : — 
Also, COPIES of the Memorials, with Signatures thereto, 
presorted to the Irish Government in respect to the Sentences 
passed on said Persons, and of any Orders made, or Answers 
given, regarding the same. 



David M l Bctk. 

Dundalk Lent Assizes, 1833. 

COPY of Indictment against David M'Beth, with Verdict and Judgment thereon. 

County of Louth,' )THE Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, do say 
to wit. / and present, that David M'Beth, late of Dundalk, in the 
county of Louth, yeoman, not having the fear of God before his eyes, but being 
moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil, on the 14th day of December, 
in the third year of thef reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the 
grace of God of the. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, De- 
fender of the Faith, and so forth, with force anti arms at Dundalk, m the county of 
Louth aforesaid, in and upon one Patrick Grimes, a true and faithful subject of 
our said Lord the King, in the peace of God and our said Lord the King then 
and there being, wilfully, feloniously, and of his malice prepensed, did make an 
assault, and that the said David M'Bcth with a certain knife of the value ot 
sixpence, which he the said David M'Bcth then and there in his right hand 
had and held, wilfully, feloniously, and of his malice prepensed, did then and there 
strike him the said Patrick Grimes in and upon the left breast of nun the said I atrick 
Grimes, and then and there wilfully, feloniously, and of his malice prepensed, gave 
to him the said Patrick Grimes, with the knife aforesaid, in and upon the lett 
breast of him the said Patrick Grimes one mortal wound, of the length ot two 
inches, and of the depth of three inches, of which said mortal wound the said 
Patrick Grimes then and there instantly died : And so the Jurors aforesaid, upon 
their oath aforesaid, do say that the said David M'Beth him the said Patrick 
Grimes, in manner and form aforesaid, wilfully, feloniously, and of his malice pre- 
pensed, did kill and murder, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his 
crown and dignity, and contrary to the form of the statute 111 that case made and 

l>n Enteral, No. 3.^. — Verdict, Not Guilty of the Murder, but Guilty of Manslaughter. 
Ordered, To be imprisoned for Three Years. . 

Commuted by order of Government to Eighteen Months imprisonment from h.s 

conviction. (Examined) IF. Bourne, jun., D. Clerk Crown. 



William Murphy. 

Dundalk Lent Assizes, 1833. 

COPY of Indictments against William Murphy, with Vordicts and Judgments 
- thereon. 

County of Louth, \Tn it Jurors of our Lord the King, upon thoir oath, do say and 
to wit. J present, that William Murphy, lute of Dundalk, m the county 
A 
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of Louth, yeoman, on the 1 9th clay of December, in the third year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, 
with force and arms, that is to say, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Dundalk, 
in the county of Louth aforesaid, in and upon one Felix Grant, a true and faithful 
subject of our said Lord the King, in the peace of God and our said Lord the 
King then and there being, wilfully, maliciously, unlawfully, and feloniously did 
make an assault, and that the said William Murphy wilfully, maliciously, unlaw- 
fully, and feloniously did then and there with a certain gun, then and there loaded 
with powder and divers leaden shot, which he the said William Murphy in both 
his hands then and therfe had and held, at and against the said Felix Grant felo- 
niously, wilfully, maliciously, and unlawfully did shoot, with intent then and there 
in so doing, and by means thereof, wilfully, feloniously, and of his m Alice afore- 
thought, to kill and murder the said Felix Grant, against the peace of our said 
Lord the King, his crown and dignity, and contrary to the form of the statute in 
that case made and provided : And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, 
do further present, that the said William Murphy, on the same day and year afore- 
said, with force and arms, at Dundalk aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, in and 
upon the said Felix Grant, then being such subject as aforesaid, feloniously, wil- 
fully, maliciously, and unlawfully did make another assault, and that the said 
William Murphy wilfully, maliciously, unlawfully, and feloniously did then and 
there with a certain gun, then and there loaded with powder and divers leaden shot, 
which he the said William Murphy in both his hands then and there had and held, 
at and against the said Felix Grant feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, and unlaw- 
fully did shoot, with intent then and there in so doing, and by means thereof wilfully, 
maliciously, unlawfully, and feloniously to maim, disfigure, and disable the said 
Felix Grant, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, 
and contrary to the form of the statute in that case made and provided : And the 
Jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further present, that the said William 
Murphy, on the same day and year aforesaid, with force and arms, at Dundalk 
aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, in and upon the said Felix Grant, then being 
such subject as aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, and unlawfully did 
make another assault, and that the said William Murphy wilfully, maliciously, 
unlawfully, and feloniously did then and there with a certain gun, then and there 
loaded with powder and divers leuden shot, which he the said William Murphy 
in both his hands then and there had and held, at and against the said Felix Grant 
feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, and unlawfully did shoot, with intent then and 
there in so doing, and by means .thereof, wilfully, maliciously, unlawfully, and felo- 
niously to do some grievous bodily harm to him the said Felix Grant, against the 
peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, and contrary to the form 
of the statute in that case made and provided. 

Entered, No. 68.— Prosecution on this Indictment given up by the Crown. 

(Examined) fV. Bourne , jun., D. C. Crown. 



County of Louth, "IT he Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, do say and 
to wit. J present, that William Murphy, late of Dundalk, in the county 
of Louth, yeoman, on the 19th day of December, in the third year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, 
with force and arms, that is to say, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Dun- 
dalk, in the county aforesaid, in and upon one Felix Grant, a true and faithful 
subject of our said Lord the King then and there being, unlawfully and mali- 
ciously did make an assault, and him then and there unlawfully and maliciously 
did beat and wound, so as thereby then and there to endanger the life of the said 
Felix Grant, and other wrongs to him then and there did, against the peace of our 
said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, and contrary to the form of the statute 
in that case made and provided : And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oath afore- 
said, do further say and present, that the said William Murphy, on the day and 
year aforesaid, with force and arms, at Dundalk aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, 
in and upon the said Felix Grant unlawlully and maliciously did make an assault, 
and him then and there unlawfully and maliciously did beat and wound, so as 

thereby 
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thereby then and there to inflict upon him grievous bodily harm, and other wrongs 
to him then and there did, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown 
and dignity, and contrary to the form of the statute in that case made and pro- 
vided. 

Entered, No. Gy. — Verdict on this Indictment, Not Guilty. See No. 70. 

(Examined) IV. Bourne, jun., D. C. Crown. 



County of Louth,! The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, say and 
to wit. / present, that William Murphy, late of Dundalk, in the county 
of Louth, yeoman, on the iyth day of December, in the third year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with 
force and arms, that is to say, witl}, swords, sticks, and so forth, at Dundalk, in the 
county of Louth, in and upon one Felix Grant, a true and faithful subject of our 
said Lord the King, in the peace of God and of our said Lord the King then and 
there being, did make an asjault, and him then and there did beat, wound and ill- 
treat, so that his life was greatly despaired of, and other wrongs to him then and 
there did, contrary to the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 

Entered, No. 70. — Prisoner Convicted on this Indictment, and Sentenced to be 
imprisoned Nine Months, and to pay a fine of Five Pounds sterling to the King, 
and to give security to be of the peace, himself in fifty pounds, and two sureties in 
twenty-live pounds, &c. 

On affidavit and petition of prosecutor as to expenses, Ordered that said line of ' 
five pounds be paid to prosecutor ; and if not sooner paid, to be imprisoned three 
months additional. 

Discharged by order of Government, on payment of fiue and giving security. 

(Examined) W. Bourne, jun., I). C. Crown. 



Neal Rock . 

COPY of Indictments against Neal Ilock, and others, with Verdicts and 
Judgments thereon. 

Dundalk Lent Assizes, 1833. 

County of Louth,! Tub Jurors of our Lord the King, upon their oath, do say and 
to wit. j present, that Michael Fearon, Peter Fearon, Arthur Magennis 
and Neal Ilock, all late of Omcath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, together with 
divers other evil-disposed persons, to the number of twenty and more, to the jurors 
aforesaid unknown, being rioters, routers, and disturbers of the peace of our said 
Lord the King, on the 10th day of August, in the third year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of.ttc Faith, and so forth, with force 
and arms, to wit, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath aforesaid, in the 
county of Louth aforesaid, wilfully, riotously, and routously did assemble and gather 
together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the King, and being then and there 
so assembled and gathered together, did then and there make a great noise, riot, 
tumult and disturbance, for a long space of time, to wit, for the space of one hour 
and more then next following, to' the great terror and disturbance not only of the 
liege subjects of our said Lord the King there and thereabouts inhabiting, residing 
and being, but of all the other liege subjects of our said Lord the King there passing 
and repassing in and along the public streets and the King’s common highways 
there, in contempt of our said Lord the King and his laws, and against the peace of 
our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 

Entered, No. 40.— Bill Ignored as to Arthur Magennis, and his recognizance 
discharged. 

Neal" Rock, Convicted ; sentenced in No. 00. 

Michael Fearon, Convicted; to be imprisoned Eight Months, and to give security 
to lie of good behaviour for seven years, himself in twenty pounds, and two sure- 
ties in ten pounds each. 

Peter Fearon, not amenable. 

(Examined) IV. Bourne, jun., D. C. Crown. 

139. A3 
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County of Louth ,' \ Tiif. Jurors of our Lord the King, upon their oath, do say and 
to wit. J present, that Michael Fearon, Peter Fearon, Arthur Ma«ennis 
and Neal Rock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the loth 
day of August, in the third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the 
Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to say, with 
swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath, in the county of Louth aforesaid, in and 
upon one William Moore, esquire, then and there being, one of the Justices of the 
Peace in and for said county, and in the due execution of his duty as such justice 
then and there being, did make an assault and him then and there did heat, wound 
and ill-treat, and other wrongs to him then anti there did, contrary to the pence df 
our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity.- 

Entered, No. 41. — Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted. See No. 40, before. 

Said Neal Rock, Convicted. See No. 06, after. 

Said Arthur Magennis, bill Ignored. * 

Said Peter Fearon, out. 

(Examined) IV. Bourne, jun., I). C. Crown, 



County of Louth,! The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, do suy and 
to wit. J present, that Michael Fearon, Peter Fearon, Arthur Magennis 
and Neal Rock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the 10th 
day of August, in the third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William 
the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, wit'll force and arms, that is to 
say, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath, in the county of Louth aforesaid, 
in and upon one Thomas Stewart, esquire, then and there being, a chief constable 
of police in and for said county, and in the due execution of his duty ns such chief 
constable of police, then and there being, did make an assault and him then and 
there did beat, wound and ill-treat, so that his life was greatly despaired of, and 
other wrongs to him then and there did, contrary to the peace of our said Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity. 

Entered, No. 42. — Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted. See No. 40. 

Said Neal Rock, Acquitted. See No. 60. 

Said Arthur Magennis, bill Ignored. 

Said Peter Fearon, out. 

(Examined) IV. Bourne, jun., 1). C. Crown. 



County of Louth,! The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, do say 
to wit. J and present, that Michael Fearon,' Peter Fearon, Arthur Ma- 
gennis and Neal Rock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the 
10th day of August, in the thii# •year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William 
the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to 
say, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath aforesaid, in the county of Louth 
aforesaid, in and upon one John r I roy, then and there being, one of the constables 
of police in and for said county, and in the due execution of his duty as such con- 
stable, then and there being, did make an assault and him then and there did beat, 
wound and ill-treat, so that his life was greatly despaired of, and other wrongs to 
him then and there did, contrary to the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown 
and dignity. 

Entered, No. 43. — Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted. Sec No. 40. 

Said Neal Rock, Acquitted. Sec No. 0(5. 

Said Arthur Magennis, hill Ignored. 

Said Peter Fearon, out. 

t (Examined) IV. Bourne, jun., I). G. Crown. 



County of Louth,) The Jurors of our Lord tin) King, upon tlx ir until, say and 

1 J 0 To , 1 l’ rC5ent - tllat Wiclwol Fearon, Fetor Fear Arthur Magennis 

and Neal Hock, all late of Omciitli, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the 10th 

day 
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Jay of August, in the third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the 
Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to say, with 
swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath, in the county of Louth aforesaid, in and 
upon one William Moore, esquire, a true and faithful subject of our said Lord the 
King, in the peace of God and of our said Lord the King then and there being, did 
make an assault and him then and there did beat, wound and ill-treat, so that his 
life was greatly despaired of, and other wrongs to him then and there did, contrary 
to the peace of said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 

Entered, No. 44.— Said Michael Fcaron, Acquitted. See No. 40. 

Said Neal Rock, Convicted. See No. ()6. 

Said Arthur Magennis, bill Ignored. 

Said Peter Fearon, out. 

(Examined) W. Bourne, jun., D. C. Crown. 






County of Louth, 1 The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, sayandpre- 
to wit. J sent, that. Michael Fearon, Peter Fearon, Arthur Magennis 
and Neal Rock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the 10th 
day of August, in the third year of the ruign of our Sovereign Lord William the 
Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to 
say, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath, in the county of Louth aforesaid, 
in and upon one Thomas Stewart, esquire, a true and faithful subject of our said 
Lord the King, in the peace of God and of our said Lord the King then and there 
being, did make an assault, and him then and there did beat, wound and ill-treat, 
so that his life was greatly despaired of, and other wrongs to him then and there 
did, contrary to the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 



Entered, No. 45. — Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted. See No. 40. 

Said Neal llock, Acquitted. See No. 66. 

Said Arthur Magennis, hill Ignored. 

Said Peter Fcaron, out. 

(Examined) IV. Bourne, jun., D. C. Crown. 



County of Louth,) T he Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, say and pro- 
to wit. J sent, that Michael Fearon, Peter Fcaron, Arthur Magennis and 
Neal Rock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the lOthday of 
August, in the third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by 
thc^Graeo of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to say, with swords, 
sticks, and so forth, at Omemh, in the county of Louth aforesaid, in and upon one 
John Trov, a true and faithful subject of our said Lord the King, in the peace of 
God and of our said Lord the King then and there being, did make and assault and 
him then and there did beat, wound and ill-treat, so that his life was greatly despaired 
of, and other wrongs to him then and there did, contrary to the peace ot our said 
Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 

Entered, No. 46.— -Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted. See No. 40. 

Said Neal llock, Acquitted. See No. 66. 

Said Arthur Magennis, bill Ignored. 



Peter Fearon, out. 



(Examined) W. Bourne, jun., D. C. Crown. 



County of Louth, lTim Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath do say and 
to w it } present, that Michael Fearon, Peter Fearon, Arthur Magen- 
nis ami Neal llock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen on the 
1 oth day of August, in die third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William 
the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Kina Defender of the Faith, ami so forth, with force and arms, that is to 
rjt,. *3 sa 5 " 
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say, with swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath, in the county aforesaid, in and upon 
one William Moore, esquire, a true and faithful subject of our said Lord the King, 
then and there being, unlawfully and maliciously did make an assault, and him then 
and there unlawfully and maliciously did beat and wound, so as thereby then and 
there to endanger the life of the said William Moore, and other wrongs to him 
then and there did, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and 
dignity, and contrary to the form of the statute in that case made and provided : 
And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further say and present, that 
the said Michael Fearon, Peter Eearon, Arthur Magennis and Neal Rock, on the 
day and year aforesaid, with force and arms, at Omeath aloresaid, in the county 
aforesaid, in and upon the said William Moore unlawfully and maliciously did 
make an assault, and him then and there unlawfully and maliciously did beat and 
wound, so as thereby then and there to inflict upon him grievous bodily harm, and 
other wrongs to him then and there did, against the peace of our said Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity, and contrary to the form of the statute in that case 
made and provided. 

Entered, No. 66.— Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted See No. 40. # 

Said Neal Rock, Convicted ; to be imprisoned Three Years at hard labour. 

Said Arthur Magennis, bill Ignored. 

Said Peter Fearon, out. • 

(Examined) W. Bournt, jun., I). C. Crown. 



County of Louth,! The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, do say and 
to wit. J present, that Michael Fearon, Peter Fearon, Arthur Magennis 
and Neal Rock, all late of Omeath, in the county of Louth, yeomen, on the 10th 
day of August, in the third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the 
Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to say, with 
swords, sticks, and so forth, at Omeath, in the county aforesaid, in and upon one 
John Troy, a true and faithful subject of our said Lord the King, then and there 
being, unlawfully and maliciously did make an assault, anil him then and there un- 
lawfully and maliciously did bent and wound, so as thereby then anil there to endan- 
ger the life of the said John Troy, and other wrongs to him then and there did, 
against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, ami contrary to 
the form of the statute in that case made and provided : And the Jurors aforesaid, 
upon their oath aforesaid, do further sav and present, that the said Michael Fearon, 
Peter Fearon, Arthur Magennis and Neal Rock, on the day and year aforesaid, 
with force and arms, at Omeath aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, in unil upon the 
said John Troy unlawfully and malieiously did make an assault, and him then and 
there unlawfully and maliciously did beat and wound, so as thereby then and there 
to inflict upon him grievous bodily harm, and other wrongs to him then and there 
did, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown anil dignity, and con- 
trary to the form of the statute in that case made and provided. 

Entered, No. 67. — Said Michael Fearon, Acquitted. See No. 40. 

Said Neal Rock, Acquitted. See No. 66. 

Said Arthur Magennis, bill Ignored. 

Said Peter Feaion, out. 

(Examined) W. Bourne, jun., D. C. Crown. 



David M'licth. 

We, the undersigned inhabitants of Dundalk, do most respectfully beg to up- 
proach the Honourable Ruron Sir William C. Smith, Hart., and to recommend to 
his favourable clemency and consideration David M ‘Belli, believing, as wo do, that 
e acted under the strongest impression that his life was in danger , at the time lie 
was beaten, and the mod calling out to “ kill him,” as also from the circumstance 
0 the excitement regarding the contested election, and the danger to which persons 

were 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



COUNTY OF LOUTH TRIALS. 7 



were exposed on that occasion, and also from a knowledge of his uniform extreme 
quiet, inoffensive, sober good character and demeanour. 



(signed) James N. Frond, J. P. 

George M l Gusty, J. P. 
L. Bigger, J. P. 
Robert Murray, 

Elias Thackery, V. 
Edward B. Cooper, 
George Porter, 
Alexander Shekleton, 



Fobs. John Purcell, 
James ParJces , 

Travers Wright, 

E. G. Brunker, M. D. 
J. II. Stubbs, 

John Nicholson, 

George L. Bigger. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 29th June 1833. 

The Lord Lieutenant has directed a pardon, to be prepared for David Mac- 
beth, prisoner in the gaol of county of Louth, under sentence of transportation; 
and I am to signify his Excellency’s approbation of the said prisoner being dis- 
charged on completing eighteen months’ imprisonment from the date of his con- 
viction. 

I have, &c. 

The High Sheriff of the county of Louth, (signed) Wm, GossCt . 

or his Sub-Sheriff. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 2d July 1833. 

With reference to your Report of the 17th ult., on the case of David Macbeth, 
prisoner in the gaol of the county of Louth, under sentence of transportation ; 
I beg to acquaint you that the Lord Lieutenant has been pleased to commute 
the prisoner’s sentence to eighteen months’ imprisonment from the date of his 
conviction. 

I have, &c. 

The Hon. Baron Sir W. C. Smith, Bart. (signed) Wm. Gossct. 



William Murphy. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble the Marquess of Anglesea, K. G., See. &c. &c., 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

The Petition of William Murphy, now a Prisoner in Dundalk Gaol, under 
sentence of Imprisonment for Nine Months and a fine of Five Pounds, for 
an assault on Felix Grant, 

Showeth, 

That Petitioner was for a period of 12 years previous to 1822 a soldier in the 
Royal Artillery, and engag*ed in most of the battles fought in the Peninsula and at 
Waterloo, and has obtained a medal for his services; and that having been dis- 
discharged in 1822, he has since endeavoured to procure a livelihood by his 
industry, and has been employed by several gentlemen, who have each given him 
a good character : 

That he was lately in the employment of the Earl of Roden as his gate-keeper 
and wood-ranger, and it was part of his duty to protect the demesne of said Earl 
Roden from trespassers and all improper persons, for which purpose he had the 
use of a gun, which from time to time he fired to frighten intruders : 

That on the 19th December last, Petitioner charged his gun with powder, in 
which accidentally and unfortunately were mixed a few graihs of small shot, which 
through inadvertence and the hurry of the moment Petitioner did not perceive to be 
so mixed ; and from a wish to show that he had arms, and thus to frighten away 
intruders (many of whom were passing through the town of Dundalk), Petitioner 
fired his said gun, as he had often done before, without the least intention of 
injuring or damaging any person whatsoever, but by which unhappily two grains 
of shot struck and wounded the said Felix Grant : 

That Petitioner never had the least disagreement with the said Grant, but on 
the contrary was on good terms with him ; and so for from having any party 
139. . A 4 or 
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or religious antipathy or bad feeling to any person, Petitioner can with confidence 
appeal to persons of all political feelings and all religious opinions, whether lie 
had ever evinced hostility or ill will to any individual on that account. Petitioner 
submits that it was a peculiar hardship in his case, that the excitement of the times 
made it be taken up as if it involved a party question, whereas Petitioner most 
solemnly avers that he never belonged to any political society in his life, and that 
he never, either directly or indirectly, offended any individual, sect or party, by 
political or insulting expressions, but, on the contrary, the labour of his life has 
been to be faithful to his King and country, and at peace with all mankind : 

That the only ground for supposing any such political feeling ever existed, 
arose from the evidence of a witness whose testimony was contradicted in a most 
material point by an officer of the gaol : 

In conclusion, your Petitioner, as a soldier, appeals with confidence to your 
Excellency’s well known character amongst the army for justice, humanity, and 
sympathy. Petitioner has now undergone nearly three months' imprisonment, 
two months since and three weeks before the assizes ; his health, from the wound 
in his head, and also from a severe asthma caused by long and hard service, is 
greatly injured, and Petitioner is apprehensive that if the sentence of the Lord 
Chief Justice for so many months longer be fully executed, his life may be 
endangered. He submits most humbly, then, that the loss of his situation under 
the Earl of Roden, the confinement he has undergone, the false imputation of 
party feeling which has been put upon his conduct, and above all, the disgrace of 
his being, under any circumstances, the inmate of a gaol, have been sufficient 
penalties with which to visit an occurrence which was purely accidental. 

Petitioner most respectfully and humbly prays that your Excellency will be 
pleased to take his unhappy case into your merciful consideration, and extend to- 
wards him such a humane remission of the sentence passed against him, as to 
your Excellency shall seem just. 

(signed) William Murphy. 



We, the undersigned inhabitants of Dundalk, most humbly recommend the 
above petition to your Excellency’s consideration. 



(signed) 



Felix Grunt, 

Elias Thackcry, Vicar. 

James N. Erood, J. P. 

Edward Purcell, 

L. nigger, J. 1‘. 

George M' Gusty, J. ]\ 

Joseph Eure, ) ciiimw- 
Alexander Parker,) nimuik! " h 1,1 
H. M ( ClintocJ { , 



John James Bigger, 
Travers Wright, 

J. H. Slubber, Curate. 
John Stratcn, 
Alexander Shelcelton , 
Graham Johnston, 
Robert M‘ Gusty, 
Tobias Purcell, 

R. J. Phillips, 

William Hall, 

Robert Coulter, 

John Hall, 

John Robinson , 

George Porter , 

Robert 'Murray, 

James Tullan, 



W . Kirkpatrick, 

II. W. Parker, 

Paul Parker, 

Norman Johnston, A. E. 
James Parks, 



William God/ry, 

James Clarke , 

John Marlin, 

II. Maxwell, 

Robert Getty, 

7 liomas Cormick, 

John Duffy , 

James Carroll, 

Win. Robert Rogers, 
Robert Godlcy , 

George Sheklclon, 
James Tipping, 

J. Scott, 

Tob. James Purcell, 
Win. McCulloch, 

P. Cormick, 

Michael Callan, 

Pat. Jennings, 

Peter Cahill , 

Richard Bell, 

Samuel Bradford, 
William Brett, 

James White, 

James Gilmer , 
'William Cormick, 

R. ./. Carroll, 

Charles Duffy, 
Arthur A/olony, 
Curate of Dundalk. 
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My Lord, Dublin Castle, 10 July 1833. 

With reference to . your Report of the 19th ultimo, on the case of William 
Murphy, prisoner in the gaol, county of Louth, under sentence of imprisonment; I 
beg to acquaint you that the Lord Lieutenant has directed the prisoner to be dis- 
charged upon payment of five pounds to his prosecutor, and giving security to • 
keep the peace, according to his sentence. 

. I have, &c. 

Right Hon. the Lord Chief Justice, (signed) Wm. Gossct. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 10 July 1833. 

The Lord Lieutenant has remitted the remainder of the imprisonment to which 
William Murphy, prisoner in the gaol of county of Louth, was sentenced ; and I 
am. to signify his Excellency’s desire that the said prisoner may be discharged 
upon paying the sum of five pounds to his prosecutor, and giving security to keep 
the peace, according to his sentence. 

I am, &c. 

The High Sheriff of the county of Louth, (signed) Wm. Gosset, 

or his Sub-Sheriff. 






Sir, Dublin Castle, 10 July 1833. 

With reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo, on the case of William 
Murphy, prisoner in the gaol, county of Louth, under sentence of imprisonment; 
I beg to acquaint you that the Lord Lieutenant has directed the prisoner to be 
discharged upon payment of five pounds to his prosecutor, and giving security to 
keep the peace, according to his sentence. 

I have, &c. 

Rev. Walter Molony, (signed) Wm- Gosset. 

Dundalk. 



Neal Rock. 

To the Honourable Baron Smith, &c. &c. &c. 

The Petition of Neal Rock, late of Ballymacallet, now a Prisoner in the 
Gaol of Dundalk, 

Humbly Showctli, 

That Petitioner was tried before your Lordship at the late assizes for the county 
of Louth, and being found guilty of an assault on William Moore, Esq., of Car- 
lingford, was sentenced by your Lordship to three years’ imprisonment : 

That your Petitioner has a wife and three young children, who are solely 
dependant on your Petitioner’s industry for their subsistence ; 

That your Petitioner had hitherto preserved a good character, and never had 
previously been charged with any breach of the peace : 

That your Petitioner is induced, from your Lordship’s humane character, and 
your having in passing sentence stated that your Lordship would receive a Petition 
in mitigation of your Petitioner’s punishment, to hope that your Lordship will be 
graciously pleased to shorten the period of your Petitioner’s imprisonment. 

Your Petitioner therefore entreats your Lordship to take his case into conside 
ration, and to save Petitioner’s family from misery and destitution. 

Your Petitioner, as in duty hound, will pray, __ T ^ , 

’ J (signed) Neal RocJc. , 

139* B 
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We the undersigned certify that the Petitioner’s statement is true, and we con- 
sider him deserving of clemency. 

(signed) Michael Callan , 

Patrick Jennings, 

James Boyle, 

J. O. Keman, 

Edward M l Ardle, 

Peter Magrath, 

James Harold, 

John Callan, Surgeon, 

John Martin , 

Thomas Cormiclc , 

Laurence Tallon, 

Neal Kelly, 



§i r Dublin Castle, 12 June 1833. 

With reference to your Report of the 3d instant, on the case of Neal llock, a 
prisoner in the gaol, county of Louth, under sentence of imprisonment ; I beg to 
acquaint you that his Excellency has decided that the law must take its course. 

I have, &c. 

The Hon. Baron Sir W. C. Smith, Bart. (signed) Win. Gosset. 

&c. &c. &c. 



P. Jennings, R.C.C. 
Janies Carroll, Juror, 
Janies Dallaghan, ditto, 
Janies Gilmor, ditto, 
Alexander Parker, ditto, 
Edxoard B. Cooper , ditto, 
James M‘ Ales ter, 

Thomas Coleman, 

Henry Corbally, 

Robert Wood, Juror, 
John Boy lan, ditto. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 2 November 1833. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to 
the case of Neal Rock, a prisoner under sentence of imprisonment in the gaol of 
county of Louth ; and I have to acquaint you that the Lord Lieutenant, after a 
very full consideration of the prisoner’s case, secs no reason for interfering with the 
execution of the sentence. 

I have, &c. 

Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq. (signed) Wm. Gosset. 

Fane Valley. 



(True Copy.) 

Dublin Castle. WM. GOSSET. 
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